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from raw wool liquors; much, however, depends upon quality
of oil (see "Wool Oils") used in oiling the cleansed raw wool
before it was spun into yarn and woven into cloth. If it be
a fairly good saponifiable oil, then the grease can he used to
make soap by simply "boiling up with caustic soda. If, however,
ib contain much unsaponinalble matter, the recovered grease is
not suitahle for soapmaking. One good plan of using the
recovered grease would he to subject it to pressure, to separate
it into liquid olein and solid stearin; the former could be used
for oiling wool, the latter for making soap or candles.
When the aim is simply to recover the fatty matter from
wool-scouring liquors, there is no better process than the acid
method, provided it is carried out in the best possible way.
But where it "becomes a question of purifying these liquors
sufficiently for the effluents to be run away to brooks or rivers,
then the acid process is not a good one, for it does not remove
all impurities. The complete purifying of the liquors can he
eifected better by the addition of such precipitants as copperas
(ferrous sulphate), magnesium sulphate, calcium chloride, or
alumina sulphate, which throw down almost all organic impurities;
and by settling and filtering, an effluent is got which is usually
good enough to satisfy the requirements of river boards and
committees. One objection to such a mode of procedure is
that the fatty matters have to be recovered afterwards by treat-
ment with acid, which means extra time, labour, and plant,
compared with the acid treatment. Still, a larger yield of fatty
matter is the result. The aeid liquors thus got are troublesome
to deal with ; they may occasionally be used as precipitants for
fresh lots of scouring liquors.
A good plan of working would be a combination of the two
methods: first treating the liquors with acid, to obtain MS
much good fat as possible; then treating the separated aqueous
liquor with copperas ox sulphate of alumina, settling or draining
from any sediment that is formed, running the clear effluent